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from the President 


As I step into the role of Co-Lin’s ninth 
president, I feel a deep sense of honor. I 
have held many positions at the college, 
and each of these experiences have shaped 
me and enriched my understanding of 
this institution. It was not always easy, 
but I would not change this path that God 
provided me. 

I have been touched by each of the last 
four presidents in some way. Dr. Billy 
Thames provided me the opportunity 
to be a student-athlete at this college. 

Dr. Howell Garner entrusted me with 
my initial role as the Upward Bound 
coordinator and assistant men’s and 
women’s basketball coach. Dr. Ronnie 
Nettles recognized my potential and 
promoted me to the positions of dean 
of student services and campus vice 
president, both at the Simpson County 
Center. And Dr. Jane Hulon Sims elevated 
me to the second highest position of 
executive vice president. Each transition 
has been instrumental in shaping my 
commitment to this institution. 

I would be remiss if I did not 
acknowledge the remarkable team we have 
here at Co-Lin. We are in the business 
of educating students and training a 
qualified workforce. We do our best work 
as a team, and I am looking forward to 
seeing Co-Lin reach new heights. 

This year’s theme for our faculty, staff 
and students is “Endless Possibilities.” We 
will continue being front runners across 


the state and 
the nation. We 
not only have 
the highest 
graduation 
rate in the 
Mississippi 
community 
college system, 
but we had 

71 student 
athletes named 
to NJCAA All- 
Academic teams this past school year, a 
new record. 

Not only do our students perform in the 
classroom, but they also perform on the 
court and on the field. Our basketball team 
brought home a state championship, and 
the softball team won Co-Lin’s first ever 
national championship. 

As we look to the future, my 
presidential goals are to successfully 
navigate the SACSCOS accreditation 
reaffirmation, improve recruitment and 
retention and update facilities. 

Thanks to the diligent work of our 
former and present administrations, 
Co-Lin was selected to undergo a 
differentiated process for reaffirmation. 
What’s great about this process is that it 
allows our team to complete 40 standards, 
rather than the typical 96. We are one of 
the few colleges and universities that have 
been selected for this. 
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Middleton 


Recruitment and retention are central 
to our mission. I, with the help of 
administration, faculty, and staff, plan to 
strengthen our partnerships with the local 
schools within our district. We will work 
to make sure every student has all the 
information they need to be successful. 
Our goal is to retain all students and put 
every student in the best possible situation 
to be successful. 

Our facilities are the physical 
embodiment of our commitment to 
excellence. Our current projects include 
upgrading the softball facilities and 
renovating Ellzey Hall, and we will 
continue to develop a plan to make sure 
academic and athletic facilities are serving 
the needs of our students. The look of our 
campus is important as we do our best to 
recruit new students, faculty and staff. 

The journey ahead will undoubtedly 
have its highs and lows, but through our 
collective efforts, we can overcome any 
challenge. From our faculty and staff 
to our alumni and donors, this college 
could not serve our students and district 
effectively without the continued support 
of the entire Co-Lin family. 


nd VP 


All living Co-Lin presidents gather for a picture at the retirement dinner for Dr. Jane Hulon Sims (cen- 
ter). Pictured are (from left) Dr. Howell Garner, Dr. Billy Thames, Dr. Dewayne Middleton and Dr. 
Ronnie Nettles. 
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Homecoming 


Thursday, October 26,2023 
Join us and celebrate all afternsen long! 


fll events ane open te the public. 


KICK OFF AT 6:3 


Co-Lin Yel} Pack vs. East Central arnrions 


Homecoming court presentation at halftime 
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from the Alumni Association President 


Dear Fellow Colinians, 

Co-Lin continues to be “the place to 
be” and now is a great time to be a part 
of the Wolf Pack! With new students just 
starting their Co-Lin tenure to Alumni 
making headlines and leading the way 
for others, Co-Lin continues to be a 
common thread for all of us. 

This summer, we’ve had two alumni 
make headlines close to home as 
they’ve reached major accomplishments 
right here at Co-Lin: Dr. Dewayne 
Middleton (96) has been named Co- 
Lin’s ninth president, and Coach Meleah 
Brown Howard (’08) led her softball 
team to Co-Lin’s first ever national 
championship. You can read more about 
both alums in this issue, so be sure to 
check them out. 

Planning for homecoming is well 
underway and I look forward to seeing 
each of you in Wesson on Thursday, Oct. 
26 as the Wolves take on East Central 
Community College. Be on the lookout 
for an exciting agenda as there will be 


something for 
everyone of all 
ages. We will 
again have our 
alumni awards 
reception at 


3:15 p.m. in 

the Thames 

Center and the 

family friendly ; , A 


tailgate at 5 
p.m. in Stone 
Stadium. We 
are especially 
looking forward to our Class of 1973’s 
golden anniversary, so spread the word! 
It is going to be a great day in Wesson 
that you do not want to miss! 

Additionally, If your class or 
organization would like to plana 
reunion during Homecoming (or any 
other time), please contact the alumni 
office at 601-643-8498. Angela, Julia 
and Sarah will be more than happy to 
assist you. 


Sullivan 


Lastly, but certainly not least, your 
participation in the Co-Lin Alumni 
Association is greatly appreciated. I 
trust that as alumni we all value our 
special memories while at Co-Lin. 
Please join me by continuing to support 
Co-Lin through your time, your efforts, 
and most of all by joining the Alumni 
Association. Your financial support 
continues to provide experiences for 
current students that they will remember 
for a lifetime. This alumni support 
ensures that Co-Lin remains “the place 
to be” for years to come. 

Looking forward to seeing each of you 
in October! 


St ehiadjullivan 
Co-Lin Alumni Association President 
Class of 1997 


(Remembering Marke} lamillon 


John “Mark” Hamilton 
passed away on May 31, 2023. 

Hamilton was a 1979 
graduate of Co-Lin and 
a dedicated leader in the 
Co-Lin Alumni Association 
throughout his life. He 
served as president of both 
the Alumni Association and 
the Band & Colette Alumni 
Chapter. He was instrumental 
in the development of the 
Princess Ball fundraiser, 
which has raised thousands 
in support of the college and 
the Blue Wave Show Band. 
In his memory, the Band & 
Colette Alumni Chapter has 
established a scholarship in 
his name. Donations made 
to the Co-Lin Foundation in 
his memory will go toward 
funding this scholarship. 

Mark was born to John 
Thomas and Frances Jane 
Hamilton on Aug. 13, 1959. 
He grew up in Wesson and 


was a proud graduate of 
Wesson High School and Co- 
Lin. He went on to achieve 
multiple degrees in music, 
education and theology. 

Throughout his life he 
took on many roles, but in 
his final years he served as a 
music minister at Tangipahoa 
Baptist Church and a teacher 
at Provine High School. 

Out of all the things Mark 
loved, his loved ones were the 
most important thing to him. 
He was proceeded in death 
by his father, John Thomas 
Hamilton; his mother, 
Frances Jane Hamilton; his 
brother, Daryl Hamilton; and 
his brother in law, Dennis 
Berry. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Elizabeth Hamilton; his 
daughter, Cherish Frost; his 
son, John Adam Hamilton 
(16) and wife Rebecca 
(16); his son, Joshua Mark 
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Current Alumni President Stephenie Sullivan presents Mark 
Hamilton with a plaque commemorating his service as alumni 
president during Homecoming 2022. 

Hamilton (‘20); his daughter, his grandchildren: Cameron 
Laci Jane Pfenninger (‘22) Frost, Kelly Grace Frost, and 
and husband Darek; and Addison Blair Hamilton. 
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by Julia V. Miller 
julia.miller@colin.edu 


When Marley Nelson joined the Wolf Pack 
tennis team this fall, she wasn’t the first 
in her family to do so. Or the second. Or 
even the third. No, she became the seventh 
Co-Lin tennis player in her family, the 
eighth Co-Lin athlete, and the ninth Co-Lin 
student. 

The Nelsons’ Co-Lin legacy started with 
83-year-old Janice Nelson who came to 
campus to study nursing. As her four sons 
reached college, she cheered them on as 
they dedicated themselves to sports. Tony 
Nelson (‘80) played football. Todd Nelson 
(‘81) played football, tennis and baseball. 
Tim Nelson (‘86) played tennis, and 
Tyson Nelson (‘91) played tennis, golf and 
baseball. 

Much like his mother, Tyson Nelson will 
now have the pleasure of supporting his 
fourth child representing Co-Lin. Drake 
(‘16), Drew (19) and Ty (‘22) Nelson all 
played tennis and golf. 

But it’s not just quantity the Nelsons 
bring. They also hold several individual 


state championship titles. 
Todd, Tim, Tyson, and 
Drew all hold at least 

one individual state 
championship title from 
their time on the Co-Lin 
tennis team. Although Drew 
and Ty do not have this 
achievement, their father 

is quick to point out that 
it’s primarily because the 
state tournament no longer 
includes an individual 
bracket. 

“We're just die-hard 
Co-Lin, and we’re die har 
tennis,” Tyson Nelson said. 

Nelson taught his kids 
about many sports, but they 
naturally gravitated toward 
golf and tennis because they were both 
family affairs. 

“We all can play golf and tennis,” he said. 
“Tt’s a lifetime of being able to play with 
your kids.” 

As for choosing Co-Lin, that hasn’t 
always been easy for the Nelsons. Ty 


LCHS match 


Marley Nelson after a 


Drake Nelson (right) and 
his tennis partner 


originally signed with another school before 
deciding Co-Lin was the better opportunity, 
and Marley had several schools offer her 
scholarships to play tennis. 

“Co-Lin has always been the top junior 
college to play tennis,” he said. “The 
new courts on campus show the school is 
continuing to invest into the program.” 


Tyson Nelson (far right) with his teammates after finishing in the 
top 25 at the NJCAA tournament in Tyler, Texas. 


The Nelson family: (from left) Ty, Drew, Marley, Catherine, 
Drake, Christy and Tyson. 
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Drew Nelson (second from left) with his teammates in 
2019. 


Re Ty Nelson 
plays in 

a home 
match 
during 
the 2022 
season. 


Ke Middleton's lifelong 
f dedication to Co-Lin 
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Being a graduate of Co-Lin 
and being from the district 
is meaningful for me, 
personally. People are more 
likely to partner with you 
when they know you have 
some skin in the game. 

Dr. Dewayne Middleton, 

Co-Lin President 
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In 1994, Dewayne 
Middleton, an 18-year-old 
high school football and 
basketball player, faced 
a pivotal decision after 
graduating from Franklin 
County High School. He had 
to choose between focusing 
on either football or 
basketball, and ultimately, 
basketball won out, leading 
him to Co-Lin. 

Reflecting over his 
journey, he said that 
decision helped define his 
future. 

“Choosing Co-Lin 
was one of my biggest 
moments,” he said. At 
the time, Middleton never 
envisioned that he would 
someday become the ninth 
president of Co-Lin. “Like 
any kid coming out of high 
school I wanted to go pro,” 
he added with a small 
chuckle. 

During his time at Co- 
Lin, Middleton quickly 
realized the invaluable 
support and guidance 
provided by the college’s 
instructors. They helped 
establish a solid educational 
foundation for his journey, 
ultimately leading him 

to acquire four degrees. 
Middleton achieved his 
Bachelor of Science in 
coaching and sports 
administration from the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi, his master’s 
degree from Alcorn State 
University in secondary 
education and his doctorate 
degree in community 
college leadership from 
Mississippi State University. 

“Our teachers really care 
about their students and 
want all students to be 
successful in their classes,” 
he said. “Co-Lin has always 
been student-centered.” 

Middleton fondly recalls 
an occasion when his 
former History instructor, 
Mr. David Higgs, organized 
an event which featured a 
competition from one of 
Middleton’s favorite karate 
movies. It was a thoughtful 
gesture that highlighted 
the personal connection 
fostered between 
instructors and students at 
Co-Lin. 

It was also on Co-Lin’s 
campus that he met his 
future wife, Tan. She 
was on campus for band 
camp, and he was there 
for basketball camp. He 
saw her in the cafeteria 


and immediately knew she 
was special. They became 
friends first before she 
agreed to date him. 

“Then, she stayed with 
me, and I’ve been blessed.” 

He and Tan (‘97) now 
have three children, 
Mikaylin (18), Soumya 
({19) and Kendal, a junior at 
Magee High School. 


Middleton began hi 
career at Co-Lin in 2000 
as the Coordinator of the 
Upward Bound program, a 
program he participated in 
as a high school student. 
The program assists 
low-income and first- 
generation students across 
the district by providing 
ACT preparation, financial 
aid application support and 
college courses through its 
bridge program. 

“The goal of Upward 
Bound is to get those kids 
to college, and ultimately, 
see that they obtain a 
college degree,” he said. 

Middleton worked with 
the Upward Bound program 
for four years. When 
Co-Lin expanded with the 
addition of the Simpson 
County Center in 2005, he 
served as the Academic 
Advisor/Instructor. He then 
served as Dean of Student 
Services for about six years, 
and then, as Vice President 
of the Simpson campus. 
Middleton and his family 
made the move to Simpson 
County, where he spent 18 
years of his career. 

“Simpson County 
Center really changed my 
outlook on how the college 
operated,” he said. “It was 
smaller. We considered it a 
one-stop shop.” 

Because of the small 
size of the staff, that 
campus really focused on 
employees being cross- 
trained. Students were able 
to get assistance with the 
admissions application, 
transcript requests, building 
a schedule, completing 
financial aid forms and 
leave with their student ID 
and parking decal in hand. 

In 2013, Middleton 
assumed the vice presidency 
of the Simpson County 
Center, and he was 
promoted to Executive 
Vice President of Co-Lin 
in 2021. In addition to 
being named Who’s Who 
Among Executives and 


© S1W’s no different 
than what I learned 
playing sports; you 
have to work as 


a unit. We’re just 
trying to win ata 
different game. 9 9 


Dr. Dewayne Middleton, 
Co-Lin President 


Professionals, he has received 
Co-Lin’s High Performance 
Award, Outstanding Co-Lin 
Faculty/Staff Member, the 
NISOD Excellence Award, 

and was named an Emerging 
Leader of Mississippi. 


Looking Forward 

As Middleton adjusts to his 
new role, his focus will be on 
continually looking for better 
ways to serve Co-Lin students 
and the community across 
the seven-county district. He 
is first Co-Lin alum to hold 
the presidency since Dr. Billy 
Thames, who held the position 
from 1968 to 1997. 

“Being a graduate of 
Co-Lin and being from the 
district is meaningful for me, 
personally,” he said. “People 
are more likely to partner with 
you when they know you have 
some skin in the game.” 

Being connected to the 
community allows better 
conversations to happen about 


Above: Middleton (standing, second from left) celebrates with the 


2002-2003 Lady Wolves after winning a second MACJC state champion- 
ship in a row. Middleton was the assistant coach for the winning team. 
Below: Middleton played basketball at Co-Lin from 1994 to 1996 before 
going on to play at Samford. Opposite page, top: Middleton poses with 
2022 graduates. Opposite page, bottom: Middleton and his wife, Tan, 
pose at a Christmas party. 


ideas for improvements, new 
programs or better preparing 
students. Middleton has spent 
a good portion of his career 
dedicated to professional 

and civic organizations that 
have made him a better 
educator and 


of Collegiate Registrars and 


Academic Officers, Mississippi 
Association of Community 


& Junior Colleges Student 


Affairs Association, Mississippi 


Scholars Steering Committee, 
Simpson County Leadership, 
Omega Psi Phi 


administrator. 
He currently 
serves on 
the Southern 
Association 
of Colleges 
& Schools 
Substantive 
Change 
Committee 
Review Team, 
the SACSCOC On- 
site Committee 
Review Team and the 
Mississippi Community 
College Board Review Team 
for OCR & ADA Compliance. 
He is a member of the 
Mississippi Act Council, 
Southeastern Association 


Fraternity Inc. 
and Simpson 
County Tourism 
Council. 

He has also 
held community 
leadership roles 
as a member 
of the Five 
County Head 
State Board of 
Directors, Magee 
Hospital Health 
Trust Board of Directors, 
Peoples Bank CDFI Advisory 
Board, Simpson County 
Economic Development Board 
of Directors, Southern Pine 
Electric Power Advisory Board 
and Simpson General Hospital 


President 


Board of Directors. In his spare 
time, he also is a volunteer 
coach for city baseball, football 
and Upward basketball. 

Although Middleton brings 
many qualifications to the 
table, he knows his legacy and 
the future of Co-Lin relies on 
the efforts of the employees, 
students and community 
eaders who all work together 
to support the college. 

“Tt’s no different than what 
learned playing sports; you 
have to work as a unit,” he 
said. “We're just trying to win 
at a different game.” 

Middleton said his 
eadership philosophy is to 
foster an environment of 
collaboration, allowing the 
people of Co-Lin and each of 
the three campuses to lean 
into their strengths. 

“Fach campus is different, 
and different is good,” he said. 
“Tf one campus wins, they all 
win.” 


Far left: Middleton in 2012. Middle: 

Middleton (standing, far right) served 

as advisor to Student Government 

Association at Simpson County in 

2009. Right: Middleton (left) and 

former tla rata Center Vice 
r. John Dicke 


rson in 2010. 
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by Julia V. Miller championship this summer. Howard 


julia.miller@colin.edu was also named NJCAA Coach of the 
Year following the win. 
After only five years at the helm “Tt’s an indescribable feeling. You 
of Co-Lin’s softball program, Coach work so hard to get to this point, and 
Meleah Brown Howard (‘08) brought then when you get here, it’s still a 


home the school’s first national little bit unbelievable,” Coach Howard 


CAA 


x ATIONAL 
CHAMPION 


expressed, reflecting on her team’s 
triumphant victory. 

Howard may not have predicted she 
would bring home the top title when 
she interviewed for the job with former 
Co-Lin president Dr. Jane Hulon Sims, 
but she recalled promising no one 


else would work harder or be more 
dedicated to this team. 

“Pm going to work my tail off for 
you and for this program,” she recalled 
saying in her interview. “I played here, 
so it means more to me than just any 
other place.” 


Alumna leads 
softball team 
to Co-Lin’s 
first national 
championship 


Howard has kept that promise, but 
it wasn’t always easy sailing. One of 
her main obstacles starting out was 
adapting to a new age group. She came 
to Co-Lin after leading the Bogue Chitto 
team, and she quickly learned there’s 
a huge difference in mentality between 


nerve-wracking game of the whole 
tournament,” she said. “Honestly it was 
more nerve-wracking than playing the 
national championship game because 
Murray State was ranked No.1 all year.” 
Murray State was named No. 1 in the 
preseason rankings, never lost a game, 


tournament. Howard reassured her team 
they still had a chance. 

“They haven’t played us yet,” she 
recalled telling them. “They’ve won 58 
games, and that’s impressive, but we’ve 
played some really good teams this year. 
I think we can beat them, but we’ve got 


high school and college girls. 
“They are way more opinionated 
and outspoken, and I’m that way 
as well,” she said. “We butted 
heads a little bit, but they also 
humbled me a little bit. They 
put me in my place a couple 
times, and they told me what is 
important. They told me what 
they needed to hear. I actually 
ove coaching that age now, but 
it was a big adjustment from 
coaching 12- to 18-year-olds to 
19- to 21-year-olds. 

Howard’s coaching philosophy 
centers on mental toughness, 
confidence and consistency. She 
believes that handling failure 
and maintaining a positive 
outlook are crucial aspects of 
achieving success. Her emphasis 
on mental preparation has played 
a significant role in her team’s 
accomplishments. 

“One of our team’s core values 
was being selfless,” Howard 
said. “When you have a bunch 
of talented players, it can be 
challenging to avoid division 
within the team. But when they 
realized that being a better 
teammate was more rewarding 
than being the star, everything 
clicked, and they meshed 
perfectly.” 

Nothing showcased the team’s mental 
strength and determination more than 
their win against Murray State in the 
national tournament. 

“That was probably the most 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPION 


SOFTBALL 
DIVISION Ii 


to give them all we’ve got.” 

She reminded them that the 
players for Murray State were no 
different than the ones for Co-Lin. 

“They put their shoes on the 
same way you do,” she said. “That 
means you can beat them. You 
just have to go out there knowing 
that.” 

The Co-Lin softball team ended 
up handing Murray State their 
first defeat all year with a final 
score of 2-1. 

“Our girls wanted it from the 
first game of the tournament to 
the last game of the tournament,” 
she said. “They simply wanted 
it more than anyone else we 
played.” 

The dedication they needed 
to bring home that final trophy 
is what Howard most hopes her 
players take with them when they 
leave Co-Lin. 


Above: Assistant coach Drake Flowers, Howard 
and assistant coach Amber Beall pose with the 
National Championship trophy. Bottom left: Howard 
keeps an eye on her team during a cons game 
against Mississippi Gulf Coast during the Region 23 
tournament in early May. Bottom right: Howard gives 
her players direction during a game this spring. 


and held onto the top spot throughout 
the entire season. When the bracket first 
came out, the team was nervous at the 
prospect of facing off against Murray 
State, who held a 58-0 record before 
falling to the Wolf Pack during the 


“T do believe in hard work, 100 
percent, but I also think your hard 
work doesn’t matter if you’re not 
mentally tough,” she said. “You’re 
going to have failure. Failure is 
going to come your way. How are 
you going to handle it? Are you 
going to give up, or are you going 
to push harder? 

Family first 

Amidst her coaching duties, Howard is 
a devoted mother of three. Balancing her 
coaching career with being a supportive 
parent to her kids has required some 
boundaries and whole lot of help. 

“My husband is also a coach, and we 


couldn’t do everything we need 
to do without our families,” she 
said. “That’s a big part of my 
success just to have that freedom 


to go when I need to go and know 6 Crailure 1S going 
I’ve got family help.” 


She has rules in place for to come your 
herself about missing her own 
children’s ball games. When her way. How are you 
team is playing, she’s with them, e 
of course, but she never misses gong to handle 
her son’s baseball games to watch ° ° 
a recruit. it? Are you going 
“T will not miss my kid’s game ° 
to come to another kid’s game to give up, Or are 
because what does that say to my e 
kid? ‘I love you, son, but these you gong to push 
recruits are more important?’” 
That strategy works because harder? 9 9 
she gives the same grace and 
courtesy to her players. She Meleah Brown 
encourages her players to put 
family first, understanding the Howard (08) 
need for balance and support in : 2 
their lives beyond softball. Cee int Softball Coach 
“Our girls know we care about 


them off the field,” she said. 


“When we’re cooking at the : pes 
house or they want to come to the . . . 
pool, they know it’s an open-door Top right: Howard in action ‘4 
policy. I try to let them unwind during the national tournament. ame LNs 
and not just be in softball mode Mid e ni oware poses “4 
24/7 because it can consume you with her amily during the i 
for sure.” Region 23 Tournament. Bottom 
This family atmosphere is what left: Howard celebrates a run 
has always made Co-Lin special, with No. 15 Skyler Speights 
and Howard’s favorite part of her during regionals. Bottom 
job is seeing her players love Co- right: Howard celebrates with 
Lin the way she does. assistant coach Amber Beall 
“T just loved how close knit after winning the national ey. Ye = 
we were,” she said. “When I championship. E wt : U tae 


left here, I remember saying if 
Co-Lin was a four-year school I 
would never leave. Then to hear 
my players say that same thing; 
it’s nice for that to come full 
circle.” 


2023 outstanding faculty, staff members named 


The Co-Lin Alumni 
Association recently honored 
five outstanding faculty and 
staff members during the 
annual fall convocation held 
on the Wesson Campus. Those 
honored from the Wesson 
Campus were Terry Munn, Dr. 
Tiffany Perryman and Mary 
Warren. Tiffany Woods was 
recognized for the Natchez 
Campus, and Toby Graves was 
the Simpson County Center 
honoree. 


Graves was selected as 
Outstanding Faculty/Staff 
member for the Simpson 
County Center. He has served 
as a history instructor at the 
Simpson County Center since 
2005. He holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in social studies 
education from Mississippi 
College and a Master of Arts 
degree in history from the 
University of Mississippi. 

He and his wife, Kathy, 

have three children: Garrett, 
Greyson (‘22) and Gretta 
(‘22). 


Terr V Munn 

Munn was selected as 
Outstanding Career-Technical 
Instructor for the Wesson 
Campus. He has worked as 
a commercial truck driving 
instructor at Co-Lin for the 
past 20 years. He graduated 
from Co-Lin’s commercial 
truck driving program before 
going on to be an over the 
road driver for 10 years. He 
has also operated a farm 
for seven years and isa 
third party tester for MDPS 
for commercial licenses. 
He has received the High- 
Performance Award at Co-Lin 
and was selected as Instructor 
of the Year by the Wesson 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
has served as commissioner 
of the Wesson Athletic 
Foundation, an officer with 
the Wesson Attendance 
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Outstanding Faculty and Staff awards were presented at fall convocation in August. Pictured are 
(from left) Foundation & Alumni Executive Director Angela Furr, Toby Graves, Terry Munn, Dr. 
Tiffany Perryman, Mary Warren, Tiffany Woods and Co-Lin President Dr. Dewayne Middleton. 


Center PTO and president of 
the Cobra Booster Club. He 
has coached youth baseball, 
football and basketball, and 
he received Volunteer of 

the Year from the Wesson 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
currently serves as president 
of the Copiah County School 
Board. He and his wife, 

Elise Berry Munn, have two 
children, Quentin (15) and 
his wife, Rebecca,g and Mary 
Beth (‘19) and her husband, 
Zachary. 


Tiffany Perryman 
Perryman was selected as 
Oustanding Staff Member 
for the Wesson Campus. 
She currently works as 
Director of Institutional 
Effectiveness and Title IX/ 
Compliance Officer. She holds 
a Doctor of Education in 
higher education from The 
University of Mississippi, 
along with a Master of Science 
in technology education 
and a Bachelor of Science 
in business education from 
The University of Southern 
Mississippi. Perryman spent 
five years teaching high 
school before teaching at 
Co-Lin for 11 years. She is 
a member of the SACSCOC 
committee membership, 


past-president of The MACC 
Council on Institutional 
Research & Effectiveness 

and a former member of 

the executive board of the 
Mississippi Association for 
Institutional Research. She is 
a member of the Greater Faith 
Worship Center in Fayette. 
She and her husband, Alford 
Perryman, Jr., have two kids, 
Caleb, 9, and Kaylee, 6. 


ren 
Warren was selected 
as Outstanding Academic 
Instructor for the Wesson 
Campus. She currently 
works as the Chairperson 
of the Humanities Division. 
She has a Master of Science 
in applied communication 
from Mississippi College, 
a Bachelor of Science in 
elementary education from 
Alcorn State University, an 


Associate of Arts from Co-Lin, 


and is currently continuing 
her studies in higher 
education administration at 
William Carey University. 
She currently serves as an 
advisor to the Wolf Tales and 
Phi Theta Kappa. She is also 
a Cengage faculty partner 
and student ministries 
director at Arlington Baptist 
Church. She is a member of 


the National Communication 
Association, the 

Southeastern Communication 
Association, the Mississippi 
Communication Association 
and the Mississippi/Louisiana 
Regional Advisory Board. 

She has received several 

PTK awards. She was named 
a Mississippi Humanities 
Council Scholar in 2012-2013, 
and a William Winter Scholar 
in 2012. She has received 

the Ann Bradbury Award, 

the NISOD Award, Co-Lin’s 
High Performance Award and 
Lamplighters Award. She and 
her husband, Chris, have three 
children: Ike, Gracee and Jon. 


Woods was =e selected as 
Outstanding Faculty/Staff 
Member for the Natchez 
Campus. She currently works 
as the Director of Career 

and Technical Education. 

She holds an Master of 
Business Administration 

from Columbia Southern 
University and an Education 
Specialist degree from Delta 
State University. She is a 
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority Inc. She is married to 
Damien Woods, and they have 
two daughters, Daisha and 
Destinee Woods. 


from the Director 


Hello Alumni and Friends, 

C.S. Lewis wrote, “Progress means 
getting nearer to the place you want to 
be.” In all the work we do at Co-Lin, the 
goal is always progress with the intent 
to leave this institution better than we 
found it. As you can see, the alumni and 
donors featured in this issue are doing 
just that. From our new president, to 
outstanding faculty and staff, a history- 
making season for the softball team led 
by an alumna, and yet another year of 
generous new scholarships established, 
the Co-Lin family grows even closer to 
the place we want to be. 

We closed the Foundation’s fiscal 
year in July with a record-breaking 
year of donations and direct support to 
the college. The Foundation’s Board of 
Directors is proud to have given back 


more than Dr. Middleton, and new opportunities 
$1 million for support, our goal remains the same: 
to Co-Lin in progress for Co-Lin. We would love 
scholarships, for you to be a part of moving Co-Lin 
faculty and forward, whether it’s by your presence 
professional at an event, your involvement in the 
development Alumni Association, or your financial 
grants, support through the Foundation. With 
facilities your help, the possibilities really are 
upgrades, endless. 

instructional 

support, 

campus 

beautification 

and more. The generosity of friends like 


you is the driving force behind it all — 
thank you. 

As we step into a new academic year 
with new and returning students and 
faculty, a new era of leadership under 


Angela Davis Furr (‘02) 
Executive Director of Foundation | 
Alumni Relations 


Foundation Hall of Fame inducts SIX 
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The Co-Lin Foundation inducted six new members into its Hall of Fame at a banquet held March 30 at the Thames Center. 

Those honored were (front row, from left) Dr. Gail Baldwin, Dr. George and Zoula Huffman, Bettye Boutwell; (second row) 
Jimmy Baldwin, FB Hodges, Sallie Kaufmann, Margaret Norris, Nora Berch, Dr. Steven Liverman; (third row) Julia Hodges, Frank 
Edward Puryear Jr., Kail Garrett, Geralyn Russell, Micah and Collins Allen, and (not pictured) Burrell Kyzar. 


Patron 


Donors who have given in excess of $10,000 


Mr. and Mrs. Collins Allen 
The Baldwin Family 
Nora Berch 
The Hodges Family 
Dr. George & Zoula Huffman 
Dr. Steven Liverman 


Benefactor 


Donors who have given in excess of 
$100,000 


Bettye Boutwell 


Visionary 


Donors who have given in excess of 
$25,000 


Burrell Kyzar 
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Co-Lin Foundation welcomes ne 


The Foundation recently 
elected seven new members to 
its board: Shannon Aker, Susan 
Buckley Berry, Andrew Calvit, 
Scott Christensen, Stacy Fells, 
Jr., Morgan Halford Poore and 
Tammy Underwood Torrey. 


Shannon Aker 

Shannon Aker, of 
Brookhaven, is a1984 
graduate of the University of 
Mississippi, where he received 
a degree in radio and television 
journalism. He currently works 
as the president of Bank of 
Brookhaven. 

Aker is the chairman of 
the Industrial Development 
Foundation and the Lincoln 
County Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes board, a deacon 
of First Baptist Church- 
Brookhaven and a member 
of the Brookhaven-Lincoln 
County Chamber of Commerce 
board, the Brookhaven 
Tourism Council board and the 
Brookhaven Servitium Club. 

He and his wife, Robyn, 
have two children: Allison 
McCaffrey and Leslie 
Franciskato. 


Susan Buckley Berry 

Susan Buckley Berry, of 
New Hebron, is a 1967 Co-Lin 
graduate, where she received 
an associate’s degree in home 
economics, and she is a1969 
eraduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi, where 
she received a Bachelor of 
Science in home economics 
and science. Before retirement, 
she was a teacher at New 
Hebron Attendance Center and 
Simpson Academy. 

Berry is a Women’s Club 
officer, Student Council 
sponsor, former Sunday school 
teacher, 4-H advisor, former 
president and secretary of the 
Co-Lin Alumni Association, 
and a library board member. 

She and her husband, Mims, 
have four children: Trey Berry, 
Andy Berry, Suzanne Berry 
Williams and Ryan Berry. 


Andrew Calvit 

Andrew Calvit, of Natchez, 
received an associate’s 
degree from the Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College 
Natchez campus, a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Southern Mississippi Natchez 
campus and a Master of 
Business Administration from 
Alcorn State University. He is 
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The Co-Lin Foundation welcomes its new board members: 
(from left) Andrew Calvit, Scott Christensen, Morgan Poore, 
Tammy Torrey, Stacy Fells, Susan Berry and Shannon Aker. 


retired after a long career at 
Atmos Energy. 

Calvit received Outstanding 
Soldier of the Quarter while 
in the U.S. Army, and he 
was named an Unsung Hero. 
He is a long-time member 
of the Natchez Rotary Club, 
which recently honored him 
by establishing a scholarship 
at Co-Lin in his honor. He is 
also a board member for Merit 
Health Natchez. He returns 
to the Foundation board 
after previously serving as a 
member for 18 years. 

He and his late wife have 
two children: Felecia Lyles and 
Andrea Denise Calvit. 


Scott Christensen 

Scott Christensen, of 
Brookhaven, received a 
Bachelor of Arts and Sciences 
from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign, completed 
postgraduate studies in 
health services administration 
at Xavier University and 
received a Master of Business 
Administration from Delta 
State University. He is 
currently the Chief Executive 
Officer of King’s Daughters 
Medical Center. 

Christensen is the chairman 
of the Mississippi Hospital 
Association, a past chairman 
of the MHA Medicaid Advisory 
Committee, a fellow in 
the American College of 
Healthcare Executives, anda 
past member of the American 
Hospital Association Regional 
Policy Board. He was named 
a Community Legend from 
the Mississippi Association 
of Supervisors. He received 
the Mississippi CEO award 


from the Mississippi Business 
Journal, and he is a co-author 
of Change for the Delta: A 
Process for Strategic Planning 
in a Challenging Market, 
written for the Healthcare 
Financial Management 
Association. 

He and his wife, Melia, have 
three children: Marianna, 9, 
Martin, 6, and Makenna, 5. 


Stacy Fells, Jr. 

Stacy Fells, Jr., of 
Brookhaven, is a 2005 
graduate of Co-Lin, a 2014 
graduate of Alcorn State 
University, where he received 
a bachelor’s degree in 
interdisciplinary studies and 
a 2017 graduate of Walden 
University, where he received 
a master’s degree in higher 
education administration with 
an emphasis in leadership for 
student success. He currently 
works as workforce navigator 
for Co-Lin. 

Fells received the Malinda 
Clark “Power of the 8” 
Memorial Award from Region 
8. He is the founder/president 
of the Southern Wildcats 
Youth Travel Football team, 
and he is a Lincoln Civic 
Center Dixie Youth Baseball 
committee member. 

He and his wife, Monica, 

have four children: Jai’Juan, 
16, Lee’Land, 12, Grason, 8, 
and Jaxson, 8. 


Morgan Halford Poore 
Morgan Halford Poore, 

of Meadville, is a 2009 

graduate of Co-Lin. She 

received a Bachelor of 

Science in accounting from 

Mississippi State University 


w board members 


in 2011 and a Juris Doctor 
from the University of 
Mississippi School of Law in 
2013. She currently works 

as an associate attorney at 
Halford Law Firm and serves 
as Franklin County board 
attorney and Roxie municipal 
board attorney. 

Poore is a member of 
Mississippi Bar Board of 
Commissioners, a lay member 
to the Annual Conference for 
Meadville United Methodist 
Church, board attorney for 
Bude Community Foundation, 
Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce board member, 
ACT Work Ready Communities 
county leader, Meadville/ 
Franklin County Lions Club 
member, American Legion 
Auxiliary member and a youth 
leader for Meadville United 
Methodist Church. 

She and her husband, Dain, 
have one daughter: Dani, 2. 


Tammy Underwood Torrey 

Tammy Underwood Torrey, 
of Meadville, is a 1980 
graduate of Co-Lin, and 
she received a Bachelor of 
Business Administration from 
Delta State University in 1982. 
She currently works as Vice 
President of Operations at 
Franklin Telephone Co., Inc. 

Torrey is a Certified Public 
Accountant and Certified 
Management Accountant. 
he was honored as Co-Lin 
lumna of the Year in 2014 
nd is a member of the Co- 
in Foundation Hall of Fame. 
he received the Mid-South 
hapter of Independent 
elephone Pioneers Wade 
. Creekmore Sr. Award of 
Excellence 2022. She also 
serves as treasurer for the 
Brookhaven Animal Rescue 
League and the Southwest 
Mississippi Chess Foundation. 
She returns to the board 
after previously serving as a 
member for 18 years. 

She was married to the late 
James A. Torrey, Jr, and she 
has six dear pets: Sally, Pete, 
Lilly, Coal, Alex and Harris. 

“T am excited to add these 
new members to our board,” 
Angela Furr, executive 
director of the Co-Lin 
Foundation, said. “Each one 
brings a unique skillset and 
network to the table that I 
look forward to utilizing in 
our efforts to support the 
college.” 
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New Scholarships 


Damon Baldwin Memorial 
Scholarship endowed 


Pres er 


The Damon Baldwin Memorial Scholarship was recently endowed with the Co- 
piah-Lincoln Community College Foundation by the Baldwin family. Pictured are 
(from left) Dalton Russell, Abby Russell, Brandon Russell, Geralyn Russell, Jimmy 
and Gail Baldwin, Kail Garrett, Beau Garrett, Walker Garrett, Josh Garrett and 
Wyatt Garrett. 


The Damon Baldwin Memorial 
Scholarship was recently endowed with the 
Co-Lin Foundation by the Baldwin family. 
This scholarship was established to benefit 
a sophomore allied health student with a 
3.0 GPA or better from Lawrence, Lincoln or 
Copiah counties. 

Damon was born at Martin 
Army Community Hospital 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia on 
August 22, 1977. From the 
beginning, it was apparent 
that Damon was unique and 
would require many health 
professionals. Within a few 
days, Damon was flown to 
Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Washington, 
D.C. on the medical air ambulance airplane 
known as the Nightingale. 

During his stay for numerous health 
related issues, Damon was eventually 
diagnosed with a rare chromosome disorder, 
Trisomy 8, and sent home with a very short 


Damon Baldwin 


life expectancy. 

But Damon was a survivor and once at 
home he thrived and defied the odds. There 
were many things that he could never do: 
talk, walk, run, etc. But he truly loved 
during his time with his family. He was 
funny and loved to laugh. He 
loved animals and always 
wanted to hold them. He could 
express love with a look anda 
smile. He loved unconditionally 
and inspired those around him 
to do the same. Damon passed 
away seven days shy of his 
44th birthday. 

In Damon’s 44 years, 
he was subjected to many 
examinations, tests, 
surgeries and procedures. His scholarship 
is established to honor his memory 
and to support students in health- 
related programs, as he and his family 
depended very heavily on numerous health 
professionals throughout his lifetime. 


Gene and 
Marie Farmer 
Scholarship 


Endowed 


On hand for the presentation were (from 
left) Marie and Gene Farmer, and Angela 
Furr, executive director of the Co-Lin 
Foundation. 


The Gene and Marie Farmer 
Scholarship was recently endowed with 
the Co-Lin Foundation by the Farmers. 
This scholarship was established 
to benefit a student from Copiah or 
Simpson counties attending Co-Lin’s 
Wesson Campus with a 2.5 or better GPA 
and at least an 18 on the ACT. 

Gene is a 1955 graduate of Co-Lin, 
and Marie is a 1956 graduate. He later 
received a degree in engineering from 
Mississippi State University and worked 
in product development for Caterpillar 
Tractor for 32 years. 

Marie attended Mississippi College 
for Women and Bradley University in 
Peoria, Illinois, where she received 
a degree in home economics. She 
worked as a preschool teacher for 10 
years. The Farmers have four children, 
eight grandchildren and four great- 
grandchildren. 


Give to a scholarship today! 


Contributions to any Foundation scholarship, can be mailed to the Co-Lin Foundation at P.O. 
Box 649, Wesson, MS 39191, or made online at https://www.colin.edu/alumni-foundation/give- 
now/. For more information about establishing a new scholarship in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, call the alumni office today! 


The Colinian | 17 


Tracking the classes 
Congratulations 


Angela Berch (‘84) was named vice president 


of economic development for Northwestern 
Technical College. 


Seth Lofton (‘02) was named principal of Loyd 
Star Attendance Center. 


Freeman 


Matthew Freeman (‘10) was named athletic 
director at Adams County Christian School. 


Joshua Wilson (‘10) was named managing editor 
for Mississippi Business Journal. 


Jarvis Wilbert (‘12) was named as one of Wilbert 
Mississippi Business Journal’s Top 40 under 40 for 2023. 


Matthew Hart ('12) was named assistant principal of Loyd Star 
Attendance Center. 


Brandon Nettles (15) was named principal business analyst for 
New Orleans Aviation Board at Louis Armstrong International 
Airport. 


News-Cwival. 


Micah (‘08) and Ashley Davis 
welcomed a son, Dawson Hayes 
Davis, on Feb. 22. Micah is the 
quarterbacks coach for the Wolf 
Pack. Dawson is the grandson of 


Davis 


Glenn Davis, head football coach. 


Meredith (14) and Brennan Miller 
welcomed a son, Simms Reddoch 
Miller, on March 30. 


Laura (‘10) and Shawn Moore 
welcomed a daughter, Keaghan 
Moore, on May 1. 


Brandon (‘15) and Bailey Nettles 
welcomed a daughter, Violet May 
Nettles, on May 11. Violet is the 
granddaughter of former Co-Lin 
President Ronnie Nettles and his 
wife, Rosie. 


! iN 
Nobile 


Fauver 


Garrett (‘13) and Haley Posey welcomed a son, Declan Rivers 
Posey, on May 13. Declan is the grandson of Rhonda Posey, a 
cybersecurity instructor at Co-Lin. 


Bryan Nobile and Shelby Wallace ('13) welcomed a daughter, 
Madi Caroline Nobile, on July 5. Nobile is the athletic director 
at Co-Lin. 


Brittany (18) and Hunter Fauver welcomed a daughter, Saylor 
Jaymes Fauver, on Aug. 4. 
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In Memoriam 


Claude Smith 
Thomas Britt 


Willa Moak 


Josh Ealy 


Ernestine Cliburn Blair 


Brenda Holder Roberts 


Danny Moseley 
Robert Earl Blaise 


Devin Winchester 


Tommy Sasser passed away 
on July 7, 2023. He was a 1964 
graduate of Co-Lin and was a 
dedicated alumnus to the college 
throughout his life. He served as 
a member of the Co-Lin Board 
of Trustees for 34 years. During 
that tenure, he held leadership 
positions as board chairman 
and board secretary. He was 
also a former Co-Lin Foundation 
board member, active in the Alumni Association and 
was serving as president of Co-Lin’s Institute for Learning 
in Retirement at the time of his death. He was inducted 
into the Foundation Hall of Fame in 2017. 

He is survived by his son, Stanley Wade Sasser and 
wife, Tara; brother, William Stephen Sasser and wife, 
Gail; sister, Nancy Sasser Fenwick and husband, Billy; 
three grandchildren, Clinton Thomas Sasser and wife, 
Katie (great grandson, Samuel Carpenter Sasser), Steven 
Michael Sasser and wife, Jennifer and John Ryne Sasser 
and wife, Kaitlyn. He is also survived by nieces and 
nephews, William Edward Fenwick and wife, Jaime, 
Kelly Virginia Fenwick, Heather Sasser Gault and 
husband, Luke, and Stephen Scott Sasser and wife, 
Kristin. 

Memorials can be made to The Thomas E. and Annette 
Sasser Scholarship at the Co-Lin Foundation. 


Maura Dunaway ('17) and Josh Pugh were married on March 


11. 


Caley Cangemi ('22) and Cody Smith (‘20) were married on 
March 11. 


Shelly King ('07) and David Easterling (‘03) were married on 
April 1. 


Lauren Nuckles (18) and John Gray were married on May 20. 


Caroline Coleman (14) and Mitchell McDowell were married 
on May 27. 


Jana Case ('20) and Mac McQuage ('17, ‘20) were married on 
May 27. 


Smith Easterling Nuckles 


When Co-Lin alum Maura Pugh (‘17) said her vows, she was 
surrounded by fellow Co-Lin alums (from left) Morgan Wallis 
(18), Jessica Britt (17), Susanna Dunaway (‘16) and Sarah 
Wilson (18). 


Send your alumni news and photos 
to Julia Miller, 
atjulia.miller@colin.edu. 
Please provide class year(s) anda 
phone number for 
verification. 


Slay in the leno! 


f Ov 


Jacob Malone ('22) and Melodye Stephenson were married on 
May 27. 


Cody Thornhill (16) and Samantha Grissom were married on 
June 3. 


Lane Rogers (18) and Marly Perkins were married on June 10. 


Jeffrey Daniels (19) and Carlee Nations were married on June 
17. 


Hannah Henderson ('20) and Michael Cooper Roddy were 
married on July 15. 


Madison Andrews ('17) and Andrew Irwin were married on 
July 22. 


Daniels Andrews 


Ow the Cover 


Photo by Johnny Smith Photography 
Dr. Dewayne Middleton (‘96) recently became the ninth 
president of Copiah-Lincoln Community College. 
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Association 


FBS | 


Choose from TWO convenient options: 


Thornhill Roddy 


eat. 


a check! 
Scan the 
R code 
and pay 
online! 


@CoLinAlumni 
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COPIAH = LINCOLN 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
P.O. Box 649 ¢ Wesson, MS 39191-0649 

Address Service Requested 


Foun the yw Scan the QR code 


to sign up online 


pD 4 Cannan and Brooke Davis, children of 
Micah (08) and Ashley Davis, and Nora 

) ) Hart, daughter of Matthew (‘12) and 

Scarlett Hart, cheer on the Wolf Pack. 


JR. WOLF 
PACK CLUB 


$25 ANNUAL DUES 
FREE ADMISSION TO HOME GAMES 
JR. WOLF PACK CLUB T-SHIRT 
PERSONALIZED MEMBERSHIP CARD 
PRE-GAME RUN OUT 


Contact the alumni office 
at 601-643-8498 


